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Abstract Comparing James O'Connor's “Second Contradiction” with John Bellamy
Foster's “Metabolic Rift” —two core paradigms of ecological Marxism—holds critical
significance for understanding the theoretical roots of contemporary ecological crises.
O'Connor, starting from capitalist production conditions, defines the ecological crisis as
a structural conflict between capital accumulation and natural conditions, emphasizing
the potential for social movements and institutional adaptation. Foster, by reinterpreting
Marx's concept of “ metabolism, ” reveals the historical mechanism through which
capitalism disrupts the material exchange between society and nature, pointing toward a
fundamental transcendence of capitalist logic. While diverging in theoretical
foundations, crisis mechanisms, and practical pathways, the two approaches
complement each other, jointly constituting an essential theoretical framework for

ecological Marxism to interpret contemporary ecological predicaments.
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