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Abstract As one of the classic marriage and love narrative patterns in contemporary
female-oriented online novels, "love after marriage" actually had its embryonic form in
revolutionary literature of the 1920s and 1930s. This paper focuses on a comparative
analysis of the "love after marriage" pattern in revolutionary literature and
contemporary female-oriented online novels, and further explores the reasons for the
transformation of the narrative. The "love after marriage" in revolutionary literature
often starts with mission requirements. Both parties complete the transformation from
comrades-in-arms to lovers through revolutionary practice, thus achieving a "double
harvest" of love and the realization of personal value. However, women often appear as
"the enlightened" and still secretly depend on men in the gender power structure.
Contemporary female-oriented online novels start with a contract, which is used to

protect the rights of both men and women. Love is no longer a tool for revolution, but
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returns to emotional interaction between individuals. The transformation of the
twopatterns not only reflects the changes in gender consciousness, but also shows that
the construction of female subjectivity is still restricted by narrative routines and the
inequality of real gender structures. This comparison reveals the complex path of
women's liberation discourse from "collective absorption" to "individual empowerment"

in the process of modernity.
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marriage narrative
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