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Abstract Focusing on the Dujiangyan irrigation system, a UNESCO World Cultural
Heritage site, this paper examines the dynamic evolution of water culture in the Bashu
region and its contemporary creative transformation. The study notes that Bashu's water
culture has undergone a transition from the primal awe of nature embodied in the
"Worship of the Yangtze River God" during the pre-Qin period, to the establishment of a
rational water management paradigm of "harmony between humanity and nature" and

"following the natural order” following the construction of Dujiangyan in the Qin and
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Han dynasties. Subsequently, this gave rise to a cultural tradition combining

institutionalized "annual repairs" with ritualistic "sacrifices." By analyzing the
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transformations this cultural system is undergoing in the contemporary context of
globalization and digitization, the research finds that traditional water culture practices,
exemplified by the Dujiangyan Water-Releasing Festival, are undergoing a
multi-dimensional modern transformation through a process of "recontextualization."
Functionally, it has shifted from water management and sacrificial rituals to integrated
cultural tourism performances. Spatially, it has evolved from a local event into a global
cultural phenomenon through transnational festival linkages and digital media
dissemination. In terms of value, the ecological wisdom embedded within it is being
reinterpreted to serve contemporary ecological civilization construction and the shaping
of local identity. This paper argues that this "living" evolutionary process not only
provides a "Dujiangyan paradigm" for the protection and transmission of intangible
cultural heritage but also reveals the intrinsic mechanism through which traditional
culture gains sustained vitality via adaptive transformation in the course of

modernization.

Keywords Dujiangyan Water-Releasing Festival; integration of culture and tourism;

recontextualization; living transmission
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