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Abstract This paper attempts to utilize Hofstede's cultural dimensions theory as the
primary analytical framework to systematically examine the intrinsic relationship
between communication efficiency and audit risk in cross-cultural audit settings. By
introducing the core concept of "cultural adaptability," this study constructs a

three-dimensional "culture-communication-risk" analytical framework. Through
in-depth case studies of multinational audit projects in East Asia and Europe, the
mechanism through which cultural differences affect audit risk by influencing
communication efficiency is revealed. The research not only defines the
multi-dimensional measurement criteria of communication efficiency (including speed,
accuracy, and completeness of information transfer) but also proposes a "dual-level
cultural adaptation" model based on the interaction between national and organizational

cultures. The findings suggest the necessity of shifting traditional financial-data-centric




FHSS 2026, 110138,1

audit risk research towards a new paradigm that simultaneously values cultural context
and communication processes. This provides directional guidance for the quality control

of transnational auditing and targeted theoretical support for audit practice.

Keywords: Hofstede's cultural dimensions; Cross-cultural audit; Communication

efficiency; Cultural distance; Audit quality; Cultural adaptability
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