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Abstract Four Souls is an epic Native American novel that tells the story of Fleur, a
Native American woman seeking revenge against a white man in order to reclaim the
trees and land seized from her tribe during the Westward Expansion and under various
land acts. Ecofeminism emerged as an intellectual current in the 1960s and 1970s. The
ecofeminist theory employed in this paper, however, emphasizes ideological
intersectionality, elucidating how "ecofeminism" integrates issues of race, gender, class,
and ecological justice into a comprehensive framework, observing their interconnections
from multiple perspectives. This paper explores Erdrich's *Four Souls* from an

ecofeminist perspective. By examining the interactions of the female characters with
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society, with ecology, and with the concept of the Native American Sacred Hoop, this
study delves into the living conditions of Native American women and the Native
American ecological worldview as seen through the lens of ecofeminist theory. It also
analyzes the ecofeminist concepts embodied by the author in the novel. In *Four Souls*,
Erdrich, through the three themes of the Sacred Hoop's disintegration, reconstruction,
and return, depicts a Native American ecological philosophy of connection, balance,
harmony, and unity among all things, offering new possibilities for contemplating the
relationships between women and men, and between women and nature. Along with
the reclamation of land and the return of Native American spirit, through the collective
efforts of her people, the Sacred Hoop of Native American society is restored. The "four
souls," arising from the balanced interaction of gender, race, ecology, and spirit, come to
constitute the new content of the Native American Sacred Hoop, shaping Erdrich's

ecofeminist thought symbolized by the return of the Hoop.
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