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Abstract Engels’ The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State reveals
that the morphological evolution of fundamental social units has always been
conditioned by material productive forces and relations of production. Taking this
as its theoretical cornerstone and historical materialism as its methodological
foundation, this paper systematically examines the functional “bundling” structures
and their dissolution from blood-based clans, agrarian lineages, to industrial nuclear
families. It introduces for the first time the core concept of “The Great Unbundling”
to capture the deep transformation of social bonds in the digital-intelligent age:
individuals are “disembedded” from the bundled provision of economic
cooperation, emotional support, and value identification by traditional units, and
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“re-embedded” into multiple, heterogeneous, self-selected communities that fulfill
distinct dimensions of need. This transformation is not merely a change in modes of
social interaction, but a fundamental restructuring of the underlying logic of
civilization—the organizing principle of social ties shifts from ascriptive bonds of
blood and geography to achieved affinities of interest and values, marking the first
time in history that individuals have become truly autonomous nodes within the social
network. However, this “rise of the individual” brings not only unprecedented freedom
but also a loss of meaning, the burden of responsibility, and the pitfalls of meritocracy.
The paper further analyzes the dual movement of “state-led individual empowerment”
and “individual-activated collective reconstruction” in contemporary China, drawing on
empirical data from economic censuses, community governance, and digital literacy
surveys to demonstrate a spiral of mutual empowerment between the individual and the
collective. It elucidates a historical intermediate phase on the path from the “necessary
collective” toward the “free association of individuals.” This study aims to provide a
socio-philosophical framework of both theoretical originality and explanatory power for
understanding the restructuring of fundamental social units in the digital age.

Keywords Fundamental Social Unit ; The Great Unbundling ; Civilizational

Transformation; Individual and Collective; Free Association of Individuals
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