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Abstract This article focuses on the Daiya subgroup of the Huayao Dai community in
Chiang Rai, Thailand, examining the current conditions of transmission and the
challenges faced by their traditional costume culture within contemporary community
practices. Based on fieldwork observations and interview materials, the study shows
that, under the combined influence of cross-border migration and religious
transformation, Daiya traditional costumes have largely withdrawn from everyday use
and are now mainly worn during festivals, ritual occasions, and public cultural displays.
Their social function has shifted from daily practice to symbolic representation. The
transmission of costume-making skills relies heavily on a small number of elderly
women, while related cultural knowledge has yet to be systematically documented,
making it vulnerable to demographic change and transformations in lifestyle. Rather
than indicating a simple decline, the present situation of Daiya costume culture reflects
an ongoing process of adaptation and restructuring, revealing the broader challenges
faced by transregional ethnic communities in maintaining cultural identity in modern
social contexts.
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