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Abstract The Huayao Dai (Daiya), as one of the important branches of the Dai ethnic
group, have long inhabited the Mosha area of Xinping County, Yunnan Province. In the
early 20th century, some Daiya families migrated across borders to the Chiang Rai
region of Thailand, forming a trans-regional distribution pattern. This migration not
only altered the ethnic group's spatial location but also reshaped the social structures
and institutional environments on which their cultural practices depend. From a
trans-regional comparative perspective and based on an examination of the historical
context of migration, this paper conducts a systematic analysis of the Daiya communities
in China's Xinping and Thailand's Chiang Rai, focusing on social integration
mechanisms, religious structures, festival systems, clothing practices, and language use.
The study finds that the Daiya culture in China sustains its daily continuity through

village structures and ancestral spirit belief systems, whereas the Daiya in Thailand
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underwent a religious transformation under the influence of Christian
institutionalization, reorganizing community integration and cultural practice structures
around the church. Despite differences in cultural manifestations, both groups maintain
historical continuity through kinship networks and cross-border interactions. The paper
argues that the differentiated development of Daiya culture stems not from variations in
traditional preservation but from structural reconfigurations driven by differences in
social integration mechanisms and institutional environments. This research provides
case insights and theoretical implications for understanding the mechanisms underlying

cross-border cultural changes and the continuity of ethnic identity.
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