Frontiers of Humanities and

Socral Sciences

i
% Axon

onnecting Ideas to Impact.

Received: March 3, 2026
Revised: March 17, 2026
Accepted: March 18, 2026
Published:April 20, 2026

Copyright: © 2025 by the authors.
Licensee Axon Academic
Publishing Institute, Hong Kong,
China.This article is an open
access article distributed under
the terms and conditions of the
Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by/4.0/).

HEEFL: REFENREFENSEmRIE

T
PANKEE, WITLL, 312000

H B ACHRIBETHRATEES S AN “ k2B 4
NP RIEARRR . 3 —IJO iy, XRME M RAGE SR R ARE
AR, RN SXOREAE S R RSO T . DU RIS IR
FRIRE N H SENR, AU AL SR A B, RS IR % M 5
RIS RRTE AR BLEIRE N 5 WG . 5 ISR ik
SCHR, BLFEIRIE A58« BB SE AR, B A A I R G S T R
A LLEE 0 e Bl W 22 oo s SE B IE RVE TR, Pk QIR AR P 8L H 1 2
wE. PR AR —EeRiE. B, wl. 7 X-wWeEs
IREREBAZOIIAT, BRSPS R AL, MORFRASZAIINL
FAE, T2 SRS M ARB IR TS 2 ARSI R R 1 A LR o

REEE  BHEOS, R By, PIREE, Sl WERRIE, AR

Furious Brush, Writing the Heart: The Aesthetic Construction and Life Expression of

Xu Wei's Calligraphy
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Abstract This paper categorizes Xu Wei's "calligraphic-literary works," which embody
both calligraphic form and literary connotation, into two basic types. The first type is
inscribed poems on paintings. These works preserve the unique artistic character of
traditional calligraphy while also carrying cultural and emotional expressions on a
literary level. Taking inscribed poems on paintings as a starting point to deeply explore
Xu Wei's aesthetic pursuits not only rests on solid theoretical grounds but also allows for

a more profound understanding of how the era's aesthetic concepts shaped and
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influenced Xu Wei's artistic thinking. The second type consists of theoretical writings on
calligraphy, including Xu Wei's treatises on calligraphy and colophons. A systematic
examination and interpretation of his ideas on calligraphy reveal the richness of
calligraphic creative approaches shaped by the diverse aesthetic trends of the late Ming
period. Classical Chinese calligraphy theory has long emphasized: "Calligraphy is a
likeness." This statement points to the core essence of the art of calligraphy —that the
overall stylistic characteristics of a calligraphic work never exist in isolation as mere
form, but are deeply and intrinsically connected to the creator's moral cultivation and

even their state of life.

Keywords Wang Yangming's School of Mind; Xu Wei; inscribed poems on paintings;
calligraphy theory; aesthetic views; expansive and righteous spirit (haoran zhengqi);

true self
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