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Abstract: The French early childhood education policy and legal system has evolved over
more than a century into a highly institutionalized framework centered on state
responsibility, underpinned by legal safeguards, and supported by quality supervision.
Its distinctive features include: establishing early childhood education as a crucial stage
of public education; strengthening its nature as an educational right through policies such
as lowering the compulsory schooling age, providing free access, and guaranteeing local
placement; ensuring uniform quality standards through a national curriculum and

stringent teacher professionalization; and achieving high-quality universalization
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through systematic quality monitoring. In contrast, as China’s early childhood education
transitions from “universal access and affordability” to “high-quality development,”
private kindergartens are facing an increasingly prominent survival and development
crisis due to multiple pressures including weak financial foundations, high teacher
turnover, uneven curriculum quality, varying operational conditions, and intensified
competition for students. This has become a significant constraint on improving the
overall quality of regional early childhood education systems. The French experience
offers valuable insights for China: establishing a local government-led funding
mechanism for affordable kindergartens to alleviate operational pressures on private
providers; using a national curriculum framework to enhance consistency in regional
curriculum quality; building a regionalized teacher professional development system to
address teacher shortages in private kindergartens; creating a cross-departmental
collaborative supervision mechanism to improve the quality and safety of private
kindergartens; and optimizing the operational environment for private kindergartens to
maintain diversity in regional early childhood education provision. These pathways
provide institutional references for addressing the development challenges of private
kindergartens and promoting the equity and sustainable development of China’s early
childhood education system.

Keywords: Private Kindergartens; Policies and Regulations; French Early Childhood

Education; Educational Equity; Curriculum Framework; Quality Monitoring
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