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Abstract The "gatekeeper" system established by the EU's Digital Markets Act (DMA)

marks a global shift in platform governance from ex-post antitrust enforcement to
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ex-ante structural regulation. This paper carries out an in-depth discussion along the
lines of "theoretical reflection—comparative analysis—local construction.” Theoretically,
the gatekeeper metaphor involves an unjustified leap "from facts to conclusions”; the
rationale for additional obligations extends beyond the scope of "special responsibility";
and ex-ante regulation raises concerns regarding stifling innovation, evading
competition, and over-expansion. Comparatively, there are significant differences
between China and the EU in terms of regulatory approaches, types of obligations, and
enforcement methods, mainly due to differences in industrial structure and regulatory
philosophy. With regard to China's national context, this paper attempts to construct a
"gatekeeper-style" platform supervision framework with Chinese characteristics and
proposes specific methods for its establishment: institutionally, the framework should
balance social and economic objectives; in terms of entity identification, the standard
should be changed to "ecosystem control"; for obligation design, a dynamic model of
"principles + rules + exceptions" should be adopted; and for enforcement, a dual
approach combining cooperative enforcement and authoritative judicial oversight
should be explored. The aim is to transcend simple institutional transplantation and
provide theoretical support and institutional reference for platform governance in

China.

Keywords Digital Gatekeeper System; EU Digital Markets Act (DMA); Theoretical

Reflection; Local Construction; Digital Platform Governance
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