Frontiers of Humanities and

Socral Sciences

i
&% Axon

’ Connecting Ideas to Impact.

Received: April 17, 2026
Revised: May19, 2026

Accepted: May 22, 2026
Published: May 25, 2026

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors.
Licensee Axon Academic
Publishing Institute, Hong Kong,
China.This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms
and conditions of the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC BY)
license
(http://creativecommons.org/license

s/by/4.0/).

FFCE RIS TREXENREBBHRNT

R

PEERFAEIR 5 E YR, BEATE, 830046

B E. RECENYZREROF RSP, AU I % E i 2%
IS 0 BB S, BN R O e A AR B AR . £ B B AN
DI BB, RSP E AR, I AR O R R, B
AR R, SEOL 7 ZR [ OCMAEST5K, h RS EBE
T ORBEIA . FESRANT Z [ O & 1 s i R R I T 2 S E SR
RS . DLERTER L JyoRG B =R, X =K AR B2 2 [ 3
SAC ORI Y, R AR 2R [ [ ) RIE LI, T a4 R«
f PORKRIE ZFHRANE S

KA. ZFIFEE; AERR, PEERZeEE

An Analysis of King Huiwen of Qin’s Security Thought under the Strategy of Qin’s
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Abstract: The strategic decision of the Qin state to annex Ba and Shu during the reign of
King Huiwen was not only a significant practice of Qin’s geopolitical strategy at the time
but also an important manifestation of King Huiwen’s security thought. Seizing the
historical opportunity when Ba and Shu were attacking each other, King Huiwen, after a
series of court debates, rejected the short-term strategy of eastward expansion to attack
Han and chose the long-term plan of conquering Shu to expand territory. This decision
led to Qin’s first large-scale territorial expansion, laying a crucial foundation for its
subsequent unification of China. An analysis of Qin’s strategic process of annexing Ba
and Shu reveals three key ideas in King Huiwen’s thought: risk avoidance, seeking
profit through military means, and striving for legitimacy. These three ideas not only
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represent Qin’s strategic application of its earlier achievements in enriching the state and
strengthening the military but also reflect King Huiwen’s wisdom in balancing the
relationship between maintaining security and pursuing development when Qin’s

national power had not yet achieved absolute superiority.

Keywords: Qin’s annexation of Ba and Shu; Warring States strategy; ancient Chinese

security thought
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