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A Study on the Testing and Assessment of the Progressive Aspect Zhengzai with

Directional Complements in Chinese Language Classrooms in Thailand
Tian Shengwen
Henan Polytechnic University, Jiaozuo, Henan, 454000

Abstract This study takes Chinese language classrooms at Thai universities as its
research context and examines intermediate-level learners’” comprehension and use of
the composite grammatical structure involving the progressive aspect zhengzai with
directional complements from the perspective of language testing and assessment. Three
types of classroom-based test tasks—picture description, situational completion, and
short narration—were designed to analyze the language production of 30 Thai L1
learners. The results indicate that learners are able to use the target structure more
frequently in tasks with explicit prompts, whereas a clear avoidance tendency emerges
in more naturalistic communicative contexts. The major error types include the omission

of directional complements, the conflation of aspectual meanings, and incorrect choices




of directionality. These findings suggest that learners have not yet achieved stable
internalization of this structure. Based on the test results, pedagogical implications are
proposed in terms of instructional integration, task design, and classroom assessment,
with the aim of providing reference for grammar teaching and assessment practices in

Chinese language classrooms at Thai universities.
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