Frontiers of Humanities and

Socral Sciences

i
&% Axon

’ Connecting Ideas to Impact.

B RILEAI: BFR (AF) FrERE SGIEH

Received: May 16, 2026
Revised: June 22, 2026
Accepted: July 3, 2026
Published: July 14, 2026

Copyright: © 2026 by the
authors. Licensee Axon
Academic Publishing Institute,
Hong Kong, China.This article
is an open access article
distributed under the terms
and conditions of the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC BY)
license
(http://creativecommons.org/lic
enses/by/4.0/).

DOI: 10.67148/fssh-2026-225

=

=

R AANEE SR, IR KD 410081

=
H

B OB (L) b Bl SR, REUNSIE il 2Ry AR
R R G, 203G 7 IR MAPERAE AR s L2 Rr e R T R T 6
S ERERER I, P S7 3B RR P A IRIEST, B AMA
FAARVER A R . AT, IR AR A IR T RN B, ERE Ak
ZIFEBRIRLL 7, R BRI TR AR I R R MRS A X, R
FERFEEM IR P AW . BRI R E T MERBTE BN E,
AR TR T ORT AN B S AR B BB DU SR 7 45
FROBR I, AT S R 1% B Se:  SCH W U8 52 1E .

REEE RUER « ER: (AT FOl EIRE X

Punishment, Resisitance, and Discipline: Hawthorne’s Critique of the Transcendentalism in
The Scarlet Letter
CHENG Jing
Foreign Studies College, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan, 410081, China

Abstract In The Scarlet Letter, Puritan society operates through disciplinary techniques that
inscribe power upon both the body and the mind of Hester Prynne, thereby producing a social
order grounded in obedience. Within this regime of discipline, Hester reconstructs her selfhood
through a transcendentalist consciousness of subjectivity, while her needlework serves as a mode
of limited resistance to the prevailing order, illustrating the process of subject formation. Yet this
process does not lead to absolute freedom. Hester’s return to New England and her voluntary
reassumption of the scarlet letter reveal that the subject can never achieve complete autonomy by
escaping relations of power; rather, subjectivity is continuously constituted and reconstituted
through the ongoing operation of disciplinary power. Hawthorne therefore not only affirms the
ethical value of individual resistance but also exposes the limitations of the transcendentalist
ideals of individual freedom and autonomous subjectivity within existing power structures,
ultimately offering a critical reappraisal and revision of the transcendentalist conception of
freedom.
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