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Abstract: The concept of the "Buddha-Demon Realm" is rooted in Buddhist philosophy,
emphasizing the mutual transformation of Buddha-nature and demonic nature. In The
House of the Sleeping Beauties, Yasunari Kawabata materializes this philosophy through
the spiritual practice of the old man Eguchi: he sinks into a "Demon Realm" filled with
desire and death, yet attempts to capture within it the faint glimmer of a transcendent
"Buddha Realm." This paper argues that this pursuit falls into a fundamental and futile
dilemma—its path to salvation is built upon the complete objectification of the "Other,"
attempting to affirm life through its negation and achieve self-transcendence by erasing
the Other's subjectivity. Consequently, all such efforts ultimately prove as illusory as
flowers in a mirror or the moon reflected in water. Through the theoretical lens of the
"Buddha-Demon Realm," this paper not only provides a profound philosophical

interpretation for understanding Kawabata's literary experiment but also, by revealing
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this inherent paradox, offers insights into the philosophy of Kawabata's late works and
the relationship between the self and the Other within the predicaments of modernity.
Keywords: Yasunari Kawabata; The House of the Sleeping Beauties; Buddha-Demon

Realm; Futility
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