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Abstract: From the perspective of cross-cultural comparison, this paper focuses on the
similarities and differences in the religious concept of repentance between Shakespeare’s
works and Chinese opera of the Ming and Qing dynasties from the same period. It
conducts a comparative analysis of the core characters” acts of repentance in the works:
Posthumus’ repentance after ordering the murder of his wife in Cymbeline and Emperor
Xuanzong of Tang’s repentance after ordering the death of Yang Guifei in The Palace of

Eternal Youth. Through a multi-dimensional comparison of the identity of the penitents,
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the triggers and ways of repentance, and the function of repentance in the plot, this
paper reveals the significant differences in how Chinese and Western literature handle
the theme of repentance. Rooted in distinct cultural genes shaped by different historical
backgrounds, philosophical and religious traditions, and aesthetic consciousness in
China and the West, the narrative of repentance in the two works presents essential
divergences. Emperor Xuanzong’s repentance is closely linked to politics, reflecting the
interweaving of traditional Chinese ethics and religious concepts; Posthumus’
repentance, on the other hand, focuses on personal emotions and moral dimensions,
deeply influenced by Western Christian and humanist ideas. By comparing the motif of
repentance in these two works, this study not only deepens the understanding of the
connotations of The Palace of Eternal Youth and Cymbeline and their similarities and
differences in presenting the theme of repentance, but also helps to insight into the
different projections of Chinese and Western cultures in literary creation, especially in
dramatic works. Furthermore, it reveals the creative transformation of the universal
motif of “repentance”in different cultural contexts, providing a typical example for

cross-cultural drama studies to interpret deep cultural logic through specific motifs.
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